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My exper i ence  as Pres ident  o f  the  A m e r i c a n  Oil Chem-  
ists '  Soc ie ty  began  wi th  a t h o u g h t  p rovok ing  a n n o u n c e -  
men t .  A rou t i ne  fac tua l  news release f rom our  Ins t i t u t e  to  
the  local news media  was p repa red  to  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  I was 
to go to Mexico to b e c o m e  Pres ident .  True  to its t r ad i t ion  
for  accuracy  and  its desire for  all the  t r u t h ,  the  press pr in t -  
ed a s tory  which  had  crucial  l ines missing and  wh ich  s ta ted  
t h a t  H o l m a n  was to  b e c o m e  pres iden t  of  AOCS which  is a 
socie ty  cons is t ing  of  3 members .  The  nex t  m o r n i n g  I re- 
ceived a no t e  f r o m  a col league which  inqui red :  

I k n o w  a b o u t  y o u  
I k n o w  a b o u t  me 
But  w h o  in * 
Is n u m b e r  th ree?  

The  fo l lowing day he  received my  reply:  

T o g e t h e r  w i th  you ,  
In add i t i on  to  me,  
We the  b o d y  pol i t ic ,  free, 
Are the  lowly  t r in i ty .  

I am pleased to a n n o u n c e d  t ha t  in th is  past year  the  mem-  
bership  o f  our  Soc ie ty  has  r isen to  3156.  This  is a t rue  
increase of  129, b r ing ing  us very close to ou r  all t ime  high 
in member sh ip .  

It has been  a good  year  for  the  Socie ty  in m a n y  o t h e r  
ways. We are ope ra t ing  ou r  two  jou rna l s  e f f ic ien t ly  and  in a 
fiscally s o u n d  manner .  The  Soc ie ty ' s  second  m o n o g r a p h ,  on  
Analysis of Lipids and Lipoproteins, is soon  to  be  off  the  
press. Our  new c o m p u t e r i z e d  m e m b e r s h i p  d i r ec to ry  was 
issued this  year.  We have d i s t r i bu t ed  13 ,000 copies  of  the  
special  issue of  JAOCS con ta in ing  the  p roceed ings  of  the  
confe rence  on  soy p ro t e in  t echno logy .  A new ed i t ion  of  
ou r  AOCS Methods was issued. We held our  na t i ona l  meet -  
ing in a non-Engl i sh  speaking  c o u n t r y  for  t he  first t ime.  Our  
last mee t ing  in h is tor ic  Phi lade lphia  was successful  f rom 
b o t h  p rogram and  fiscal po in t s  of  view. The  Soc ie ty ' s  
ope ra t i on  as a whole  was p rof i t ab le  for  the  t h i rd  consecu-  
t ive year  in a t ime  of  e c o n o m i c  di f f icul ty .  

We are now deep in the  p l ann ing  of  the  World Confer-  
ence  on  Oilseed and  Vegetable  Oil Processing T e c h n o l o g y ,  
to  be held u n d e r  AOCS sponsorsh ip  March 1-5, 1976,  in 
A m s t e r d a m ,  The  Nether lands .  

*Expletive deleted out of deference to the nature of our Society. 

Presidents discuss Society's 
Rela t ionsh ips  b e t w e e n  local  sect ions  and  t h e  pa ren t  

socie ty  have been  made  the  task of  a new Local  Sect ions  
C o m m i t t e e ,  whose  m e m b e r s h i p  consis ts  of  the  off icers  of  
the  local sect ions.  The  Pres ident  has visited all four  of  the  
active local  sec t ions  th is  year,  i m p l e m e n t i n g  the  new policy 
t ha t  a na t iona l  off icer  visit each local  sec t ion  each  year.  My 
impress ion  is t ha t  this  is a good pol icy,  for  the  visits have 
gene ra t ed  a great deal of  f ru i t fu l  discussion.  

This  year ,  ou r  Soc ie ty  has made  a fa r - reaching  decis ion 
to  change our  schedule  of na t iona l  meet ings .  The  ad hoc  
c o m m i t t e e  f o r m e d  to s tudy  the  m a t t e r  r e c o m m e n d e d  one  
mee t ing  a year ,  t he  Govern ing  Board approved  the  recom- 
m e n d a t i o n ,  and  the  m e m b e r s h i p  vo ted  2 to 1 in favor  of  
one mee t ing  a year.  The Meetings P lann ing  C o m m i t t e e  and 
the  Gove rn ing  Board  are n o w  evalua t ing  a l te rna t ive  seasons 
for  t ha t  one  meet ing .  The  shif t  to  one  mee t ing  a year  will 
requi re  a change of  hab i t s  for  all of  us, bu t  this  can be a 
s t imulus  to  greater  e f f ic iency on  the  par t  of  o u r  c o m m i t t e e s  
an d  o u r  m e m b e r s  dur ing  the  l e n g t h e n e d  in te r im b e t w e e n  
our  meet ings .  New ways will be f o u n d  to  ensure  t h a t  the  
essent ia l  business  of  the  Socie ty  will be c o n d u c t e d  a round  
t h e  year ,  r a the r  t han  twice a year  at t he  na t iona l  meet ings .  

It has been  a good year,  and  I have en joyed  serving the  
Socie ty  as its officer.  I must  confess  t ha t  I shall  also en joy  
serving the  Socie ty  nex t  year,  s o m e w h a t  more  in the  role of  
an  observer .  

Ralph  T. Ho lman  
Pres ident ,  1974-75 

W.E. Link 

I d i d n ' t  realize, w h e n  I j o ined  AOCS 20 years  ago, t h a t  
s o med ay  I would  be in this  pos i t ion .  Over the  years,  I had  
b e c o m e  a c c u s t o m e d  to  a t t e n d i n g  the  awards l u n c h e o n  and  
c o m f o r t a b l y  l i s tening to the  speakers  wi th  specu la t ion  and  
an t i c ipa t ion .  Now tha t  the  roles are reversed,  I t h i n k  you  
k n o w  exac t ly  h o w  I f e e l - m u c h  like the  d a c h s h u n d  whose  
e m o t i o n s  t o o k  so long to  move f rom his head  to  his tail 
t ha t  his tail was still wagging while  his eyes were filled wi th  
a p p r e h e n s i o n  at some new d e v e l o p m e n t .  This may  be an 
exaggera t ion ,  b u t  while I am grateful  and  h a p p y  to be 
chosen  to  serve you ,  I am slowly realizing, wi th  some dis- 
may,  the  respons ib i l i ty  t h a t  goes wi th  the  office.  

The  p r o b l e m  t h a t  I would  like to  discuss wi th  you  for  a 
few mi n u t e s  is a s imple one  bu t  one  for  which  answers  are 
no t  readi ly  available.  T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  ques t ion  is this: 
What  is wrong  wi th  our  Socie ty ,  and  is this  typ ica l  of  tech-  
nical  societ ies  eve rywhere?  
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